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PRINCES WALK VAULTS

Location:
1-9 BATMAN AVENUE MELBOURNE, MELBOURNE CITY

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: HO646
Listing Authority: VHR

Heritage Overlay Number: HO523

Statement of Significance:
What is significant?

The Princes Walk Vaults were constructed for the City of Melbourne in 1889/90 by AW Mckenzie. The vaults
are part of the major works involved in the construction of the new Princes Bridge. The previous Princes
Bridge, dating from 1850, had to be replaced as part of the widening of the Yarra River to deal with flood
problems, and to deal with increased traffic from the southern suburbs. Construction associated with the vaults
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included the rail connection of the Princes Bridge and Flinders Street Railway stations, and the realignment of
Yarra Bank Road, now known as Batman Avenue. The realigned road was carried up and over the vaults to
intersect with St Kilda Road. The retaining wall is approximately 200 metres long. The twenty barrel vaulted
cells with openings facing the river are constructed of brick and are faced in coursed rusticated Malmsbury
basalt. The ten supporting piers are capped with Harcourt granite and support cast iron light standards
designed in a similar fashion to those of Princes Bridge. The stairway design is from Grainger's original design
for Princes Bridge.

How is it significant?

The Princes Walk Vaults are of historical and aesthetical significance to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?

The Princes Walk Vaults are historically significant as a major component of the engineering works undertaken
in association with the construction of the new Princes Bridge. The Princes Walk Vaults are finely crafted with
stone facing and designed in a manner to carefully integrate with the bridge.

The Princes Walk Vaults are aesthetically significant as a self-contained space divorced from the tumult of the

Flinders Street Station and Swanston Street intersection above. The Princes Walk Vaults are an unusual and
significant element of Melbourne?s varied urban environment.

Heritage Study / Consultant

Construction Date Range 1889 - 1890

Architect / Designer

Municipality MELBOURNE CITY

Other names

Hermes number 809

Property number

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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