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LUNAN HOUSE

Location:
24 LUNAN AVENUE DRUMCONDRA, GREATER GEELONG CITY

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: HO673
Listing Authority: VHR

Heritage Overlay Number: HO194

Statement of Significance:

Lunan House on the Drumcondra shores of Corio Bay, Geelong, was built for James Strahan, a pioneer
woolbroker in 1849-50. Charles Laing, architect and surveyor, designed this spacious two storey colonial
Georgian style residence as an axial composition with central Doric portico, Georgian casement sashes and
simple parapet cornice. Barrabool freestone was used as ashlar cladding on a rubble stone carcass. In the
19th century ornate iron gates fronted the sweeping driveway entrance.
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Lunan House was named after the Muir of Lunan near Montrose, Scotland, the birthplace of James Strahan.
This substantial early mansion house is a notable work of architect Charles Laing and a very early example of
the use of Barrabool sandstone for ashlar construction. James Strahan was one of Geelong's first settlers and
most distinguished citizens, being a member of Victoria's first legislative council in 1851 and prominent in
public issues until his death in 1875. The iron gates are now located at Geelong Grammar School.

Lunan House was for many years used as a teacher's college by the education department of Victoria. The
interior has been completely rearranged, the original details altered and the exterior freestone fabric
inappropriately painted. The essential detail is intact.

[Source: Historic Buildings Council]

Heritage Study / Consultant

Construction Date Range 1849 - 1850
Architect / Designer Laing, Charles
Municipality GREATER GEELONG CITY

Other names

Hermes number 546

Property number

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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