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FORMER GEELONG GAOL

Location:
200-202 MYERS STREET GEELONG, GREATER GEELONG CITY

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H0991
Listing Authority: VHR
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Heritage Overlay Number: HO143

Statement of Significance:
The completion of the Geelong Gaol in 1864 reflects an important phase of prison constructed in Victoria.
Between 1857 and 1864 a remarkable period of building activity saw eight prisons constructed on Pentonville
principles in metropolitan and regional areas.

The Geelong Gaol is an essentially intact example of a building type. The sequence of alterations, however, are
historically important in representing the changing requirements of prison design and construction.

The Geelong Gaol is a prominent landmark; its design and scale reflecting not only the importance of Geelong
in the development of western Victoria but also indicative of Geelong's size and status within the Port Philip
district before the discovery of gold in 1851.

The Geelong Gaol is significant in being designed by Henry Ginn, the first colonial architect of Victoria, the
plan being produced while he was clerk of works. The first stage of construction was supervised by him.

The Gaol was constructed between 1849 and 1864 and represents an important phase in the development of
prison design, being the first prison designed on Pentonville principles in Victoria, albeit cruciform rather than
radial in plan.

[Source: Report to the Minister.]

Heritage Study / Consultant

Construction Date Range 1857 - 1864

Architect / Designer Ginn, Henry

Municipality GREATER GEELONG CITY

Other names

Hermes number 539

Property number

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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