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MARYBOROUGH MUNICIPAL OLYMPIC SWIMMING COMPLEX

Location:
LAKE ROAD MARYBOROUGH, CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS SHIRE

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H1319
Listing Authority: VHR

Heritage Overlay Number: HO172

Statement of Significance:
What is significant?

The Maryborough Municipal Olympic Swimming Complex was opened by Sir Frank Beaurepaire in 1940 and
designed by local architect EJ Peck and city engineers EJ Muntz and J Hocking. As constructed, the complex
comprised an entrance pavilion, an Olympic swimming pool, an octagonal wading pool, and service buildings
all within a garden setting. The reinforced concrete and brick entrance pavilion was designed in a style strongly
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influenced by the aesthetics of European functionalism. The Maryborough complex was contemporary with a
number of other similar municipal council schemes providing modern, safe and hygienic swimming facilities,
manifesting the changing public nature of bathing and swimming from chiefly a health related activity to a
recreational pursuit. An intermediate pool was added to the Maryborough complex in 1973. The site remains
remarkably intact, with the original pools, entrance pavilion and planting scheme retained in close to original
condition.

How is it significant?

The Maryborough Municipal Olympic Swimming Complex is of architectural, aesthetic and historical
significance to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?

The swimming complex is architecturally significant as a rare, intact example of a swimming pool complex
designed in the late 1930s. The entrance pavilion is architecturally important as a recreational building
employing the architectural language promoted by European functionalist architects of the 1920s and 1930s
and symbolising a concern for modernity, safety and hygiene. 

The complex has aesthetic significance as a well planned recreational facility with an intact, late 1930s garden
setting, all picturesquely set within and overlooking a nineteenth century municipal park.

The Maryborough Municipal Olympic Swimming Complex is historically significant as an example of a
municipal pool complex illustrating the development of swimming in Victoria during the inter-war period. The
pool complex has historical significance for its special association with Frank Beaurepaire, being one of the few
surviving pools opened by him as part of his long commitment to swimming in Victoria and, particularly,
associated with his fostering of building programmes encouraging the provision of municipal pools throughout
the state.

Heritage Study / Consultant

Construction Date Range 1940 -

Architect / Designer Peck, EJ

Municipality CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS SHIRE

Other names

Hermes number 5091

Property number

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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