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FORMER GEORGE AND DRAGON HOTEL

Location:
310 MOORABOOL STREET GEELONG, GREATER GEELONG CITY

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H1163
Listing Authority: VHR

Heritage Overlay Number: HO147

Statement of Significance:

The Former George and Dragon Hotel was built in 1855 to the design of Geelong architect Thomas Yabsley.
The two storey hotel, constructed of regular coursed squared basalt with finely worked dressings, was built on
a prominent corner site for the licensee Mr McHardy. The building was occupied by the Geelong Grammar
School for use as a preparatory school from 1878 until 1893 and again from 1899 until 1911.

The Former George and Dragon Hotel is of architectural and historical significance to the state of Victoria.
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The Former George and Dragon Hotel is of architectural significance as a notable work of the little-known
architect Thomas Yabsley. Its very mannered use of exaggerated voussoirs and enormous vermiculated
keystones, which combined with the subtle recession of the corner entrance, results in a much more
sophisticated design than appears at first glance. Mannerism in architecture is extremely rare in Victoria at this
period.

The building is historically significant for its associations with Geelong Grammar School. This association is
enhanced by its proximity to the Former Geelong Grammar School (HBR188), the surviving wing of which is
important for its associations with the foundation years of one of Victoria's major private schools.

[Source: Report to the Minister/]

Heritage Study / Consultant

Construction Date Range 1855 - 1911
Architect / Designer Yabsley, Thomas R
Municipality GREATER GEELONG CITY

Other names

Hermes number 4822

Property number

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online

Page 2 Report generated 27 April 2024



