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FORMER GEELONG POST OFFICE

Location:
83 RYRIE STREET GEELONG, GREATER GEELONG CITY
Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H1046
Listing Authority: VHR
Heritage Overlay Number: HO213
Statement of Significance:
The former Geelong Post Office, designed by JH Marsden, an assisted by JH Brabin, of the Public Works
Department, was built in 1889-90 by David Kinnaird. The two storey rendered brick building with an ornamental
tower is prominently sited at the intersection of Ryrie and Gheringhap Streets. The clock and bell chimes were
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installed in the tower in 1911.
The former Post Office is a notable example of the architects JH Marsden and JH Brabin, who also designed
the facade of the Collingwood Post Office. One of the largest regional post offices in Victoria, the building
demonstrates the architectural flamboyance evident in designs by the Public Works Department following the
appointment of Henry Bastow as senior architect. The substantial two storey loggia surmounted by dormers
and multiple pediments, is a particularly fine example of a late Victorian boom style public building with a
French Second Empire influence
The building represents the important function played by the post office in a large regional centre. It was the
centre of the communications network for Geelong, and in 1912 was the location for the first automatic
telephone exchange in the southern hemisphere, pioneering the development of this technology in Australia.
The clock and chimes of the Post Office's tower, which were installed in 1910 as a result of a public
subscription to commemorate King Edward V11, have social significance as an expression of the community's
strong sentiments regarding the late King and demonstrates the close ties which existed at that time between
Australia and Britain.

Heritage Study / Consultant
Construction Date Range

1889 -

Architect / Designer

Marsden, John Hudson

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Other names
Hermes number

4699

Property number
This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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