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Location:
1 RITCHIE BOULEVARD and 31 EASTERN BEACH ROAD GEELONG, GREATER GEELONG CITY
Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H0929
Listing Authority: VHR
Heritage Overlay Number: HO903
Statement of Significance:
Constructed between 1928 and 1939, the Eastern Beach Bathing Complex is the last major enclosed sea
bathing facility to be constructed on Port Phillip Bay, and represents the culmination of the ethos of sea
bathing. Eastern Beach has provided a focal point for Geelong's outdoor activities.
Eastern Beach Promenade is also significant in being the only original structure that survives of the many seabaths which once dominated Port Phillip Bay's foreshore.
Eastern Beach represents an innovative example of the work of structural engineer and architect, Harry Hare,
whose design for the Eastern Beach foreshore redevelopment works won the competition in 1924-5. The
baths, including timber promenade and concrete children's pool were constructed to a plan drawn up by City
Surveyor Ian McDonald in 1937 and is unique within Victoria.
The sea-baths are illustrative of the traditional pastime of sea bathing, popular since the 1840s and are
representative of the transition from segregated and private bathing in the 19th century to mixed public bathing
and pursuit of sport and leisure in the early 20th century.
The design of Eastern Beach Bathing Complex and landscaped reserve with curved sea walls, circular
promenade (baths), circular concrete children's pool, symmetry of the landscaping and structures about the
staircase, original buildings, shelters, fountain, lamp standards and extensive original planting forms an area of
consistent and quite outstanding character and it is the only known example within Victoria.

Heritage Study / Consultant
Construction Date Range

1928 - 1939

Architect / Designer

Hare, Harry

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Other names
Hermes number

3785

Property number
This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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