
Victorian Heritage Database Report

HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH

Location:
25-31 BOSTOCK AVENUE MANIFOLD HEIGHTS, GREATER GEELONG CITY

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number:
Listing Authority: HI

Heritage Overlay Number: HO638

Statement of Significance:
What is significant?  Holy Spirit Church, Manifold Heights was built in 1932 by W. J. Kelly to a design by
Geelong architect Cyril C. Kelly. The stucco building with terracotta tiles has a prominent tower surmounted
with a bell and cross.  Holy Spirit Church is of architectural and historical significance to Victoria.  The church is
an extraordinary example of an architectural style. Based on the Californian Spanish Mission Style, the
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architecture of the Franciscan orders who established their missions in California and New Mexico in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, it was the first application of this design to religious buildings in
Victoria. The style was more commonly applied to domestic buildings and there are relatively few examples of
churches in the Spanish Mission style in Victoria. The Holy Spirit Church compares most closely with the
Church of Our Lady of Victoria, Bowen Hills, Queensland which has an almost identical facade.  The church is
also architecturally important as it demonstrates the craftsmanship, decoration and method associated with the
Spanish Mission style with its painted stucco walls, terracotta tiles, round headed arches, arcaded loggia,
decorated parapet, metalwork and tower and the stained glass dome in the sanctuary. The principles
connected with this style, that is of introducing light, colour and fresh air, are expressed through the dark timber
ceiling highlighting the amber glass windows, the semi-circular windows designed to be opened and the
stained glass dome.  The building is important for its historical associations with the Catholic Church. The
imposing church with its tall campanile surmounted by a cupola and cross demonstrates the pride and strength
of the Catholic community and the belief in the building as an expression of its faith and its identity. The
building is also of interest as a manifestation of the religious and spiritual beliefs of the architect and the parish
priest of the time, Father Malone, relating to the Holy Spirit, symbolised in the stained glass of the dome.  How
is it significant?  Why is it significant?

Heritage Study / Consultant

Construction Date Range 1932 -

Architect / Designer Kelly, Cyril C.

Municipality GREATER GEELONG CITY

Other names

Hermes number 3240

Property number

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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