Victorian Heritage Database Report

MELBOURNE CRICKET GROUND

Location:
BRUNTON AVENUE EAST MELBOURNE, Melbourne City
Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H1928
Listing Authority: VHR
Heritage Overlay Number: HO890
Statement of Significance:
What is significant?
The Melbourne Cricket Ground was established in 1853 when 10 acres of land at Yarra Park in Jolimont was
set aside for the use of the Melbourne Cricket Club, the purpose of the reserve being 'to promote the recreation
and amusement of the people and ... to provide a site or place for the playing of cricket within the City of
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Melbourne in our said Colony.' Since 1862, the ground has been administered by a government-appointed trust
(the MCG Trust) which continues to delegate its day-to-day management to the Melbourne Cricket Club. From
its beginnings as a simple paddock-like ground with a modest pavilion and with limited grandstand and other
facilities scattered around the perimeter, the Melbourne Cricket Ground has evolved and expanded through a
process of phased redevelopment and renewal into a major piece of sporting infrastructure serving the
metropolitan area and the State as a whole. Currently, the stadium comprises four principal stands, the MCC
Members Pavilion (the third on the site, designed by Stephenson and Meldrum and completed in 1927), the
Northern (Olympic) Stand (designed by AW Purnell and completed in 1956), the Western (Ponsford) Stand
(designed by Tompkins, Shaw & Evans and completed in 1968) and the Great Southern Stand (designed by
Daryl Jackson in association with Tompkins Shaw & Evans and completed in 1992), the oval, light towers
(1984) and Australian Gallery of Sport (1986).
How is it significant?
The Melbourne Cricket Ground is of historical, social, aesthetic and architectural significance to the State of
Victoria.
Why is it significant?
The MCG is of historical and social significance at a State, national and international level, as one of the oldest
and largest capacity contained sporting venues in the world and one of the best-known of international cricket
grounds, and as the pre-eminent venue for top-level cricket in Australia since the mid to late nineteenth century.
Since the late nineteenth century it has also been the main venue and symbolic home of Australian Rules
Football in Melbourne, making it of great historical and social significance in a State and metropolitan context,
and - following the expansion of the Australian Football League to include interstate clubs - in a national
context. The MCG is also historically and socially significant as the main venue and ceremonial focus for the
1956 Melbourne Olympic Games, and for its associations with numerous other sports and events.
The MCG is also of historical and social significance for its association with the Melbourne Cricket Club, the
oldest club in Victoria and a major force in the development of cricket and other sports in Victoria from the
nineteenth century. This association is reflected in the Members Pavilion, which is the third such pavilion
constructed for the purpose. As well as being the repository of Victoria's cricketing traditions, the pavilion
occupies the prime position for viewing events, particularly cricket, and allows members access to a range of
private facilities such as the dining room and the long room.
In the broader context, the MCG is also of historical and social significance for its egalitarian image as the
'people's ground' and its long tradition of serving the people of Victoria. The MCG is socially significant as a
living icon, a focus of attention in which importance lies in participating in events as well as experiencing the
place itself.
The MCG is of aesthetic significance primarily for its overall form and scale. The MCG is a landmark on the
edge of the city, a vast stadium which retains its traditional parkland setting. Whether full or empty, the stadium
is of considerable aesthetic power and significance and is a place of energy and great atmosphere.
Within the broader conception of the MCG, there are elements with their own architectural significance. Firstly,
the Members Pavilion by Stephenson and Meldrum (1927), is architecturally important as a large and relatively
intact grandstand from the interwar period, although an appreciation of its impressive facade is marred by the
somewhat intrusive Australian Gallery of Sport of 1986. Secondly, the Great Southern Stand by Daryl Jackson
in association with Tompkins Shaw and Evans (1992) has been the recipient of a wide range of design awards
and has generally been received with acclaim by architectural critics.

Heritage Study / Consultant
Construction Date Range

1927 -

Architect / Designer

Stephenson & Meldrum
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Municipality

MELBOURNE CITY

Other names
Hermes number

1538

Property number
This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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