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Westhill

Location:
15 Lara Court, Mt Evelyn VIC 3796 - Property No 66609

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number:
Listing Authority: HI

Heritage Overlay Number: HO258

Statement of Significance:

Westhill has high local significance as the oldest house on its original
site in Mt. Evelyn, with a long history that began with the construction
of Temora in about 1879. The property has historical significance for
its associations with a number of notable district residents including
the first owner, John Nicholson, pioneer selector; John Blyth, importer,

Page 1 Report generated 07 July 2026



who renamed it Blythswood and was there from 1888 to 1908; and John
Alexander Ellis, commercial traveller, whose wife ran the guest house,
Pinemont, on the property during the First World War years. Westhill has
significance, too, for it's association in the 1950s with the Jermyns,
founding members of the Barn Theatre, which gave performances all over
the district.

Description

The house from the former Temora property is located at 15 Lara Court. Associated features, including mature
trees associated with the pre-1950s garden and orchard are located on 1, 2 and 3 Lara Court. The house is a
single storey timber building, generally rectangular in plan, with a hipped roof. The historical research records
that only the front rooms survived the 1952 fire. The overall form of the house is, however, characteristically
nineteenth century in form. The front door is located on the side of the house, reflecting the subdivision of the
once larger property. It is an elaborate door, with side and highlight windows. Beside the main entry are tall,
double-hung sash windows and on the northern side are two large bay windows. The house has a verandah on
all sides.

Excellent

Evidence of stages

Heritage Study / Consultant | Yarra Ranges - Shire of Yarra Ranges Heritage Study, Context Pty Ltd, 2000

Construction Date Range 1881 - 1881

Architect / Designer

Municipality YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Other names

Hermes number 115948

Property number 66609

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online

Page 2 Report generated 07 July 2026



