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Old Cave Hill Butter; Cheese & Bacon Curing Factory; David
Mitchell Estate

Location:
4 Melba Avenue Lilydale, YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Included in Heritage Overlay

Page 1 Report generated 22 March 2026



Heritage Inventory (HI) Number:
Listing Authority: HI

Heritage Overlay Number: HO57

Statement of Significance:
One of very few remaining examples of early industry in the region, and of the early industries of David
Mitchell, one of the region's most prominent citizens. (Tansley, 1978)

Description

The complex comprises a row of three disused factories :- a butter factory, a cheese factory and a bacon and
ham-curing factory. The butter factory was built by David Mitchell in 1892; and the cheese factory and the
bacon and ham-curing factory were built in 1894.The butter factory (which stands at the southern end of the
row) is a two storey building with a small tower, and is built of brick with cement rendering. (Tansley, 1978)

The cheese factory which stands in the centre of the row is a brick building with a cellar below and a small
tower.The bacon and ham-curing factory is a wooden building at the northernend of the row. It is in very poor
condition. (Tansley, 1978)

The old butter factory and the cheese factory are in the process of being renovated and restored. They are
being converted to become the new Head Offices of David Mitchell Estate Limited. Their interiors are being
altered and renovated for conversion into offices, but their external appearance will remain much as original.
The wooden bacon and ham-curing factory will be demolished because it is in very poor structural condition.
(Tansley, 1978)

Heritage Study / Consultant | Yarra Ranges - Shire of Yarra Ranges Heritage Study, Context Pty Ltd, 2000

Construction Date Range

Architect / Designer

Municipality YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Other names

Hermes number 115650

Property number

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online
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