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Arboreal Masonic Lodge

Location:
485 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Olinda VIC 3788 - Property No 57640

Heritage Status / Level of Significance:
Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number:
Listing Authority: HI

Heritage Overlay Number: HO266

Statement of Significance:

The former Arboreal Masonic Lodge has high local significance as part of
the historic Kenloch property established as a holiday home in 1918 by
Thomas Kennon, Melbourne leather merchant. The hall, built c1919, was
used as a place to display goods and for charitable functions, and, from
the late 1940s as a masonic lodge.
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Description

Set within the natural forest the former Masonic Lodge overlooks the Mt Dandenong Tourist Road but is well
hidden from it.

The rectangular plan, two storey lodge is situated on a terraced site, with access to the upper floor of the
building from the upper terrace. The basement level is constructed from brick, and the rectangular window
openings have been boarded over. The first floor level is clad with horizontal weatherboards below sill height
and crowned with strapped, contrasting fibrous cement panels. The two remaining windows to the south facade
are vertical rectangular, double hung windows. The Arts and Crafts tapered timber window surrounds date from
the 1930s. The intersecting gable roofs have exposed rafters to the overhang, and a timber shingled gable
end, pierced by a louvred timber vent beneath the apex.

At the time of this survey, the building was undergoing substantial renovation, with a new corrugated iron roof,
and the re-cladding of the east wall.

Fair

Altered

Heritage Study / Consultant | Yarra Ranges - Shire of Yarra Ranges Heritage Study, Context Pty Ltd, 2000

Construction Date Range 1919 - 1919

Architect / Designer

Municipality YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Other names

Hermes number 115099

Property number 57640

This place/object may also be State heritage listed. Check the Victorian Heritage Database. For further details, contact the
local Council or go to Planning Schemes Online

Page 2 Report generated 05 February 2026



