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Location:
16 YARRA STREET HAWTHORN, Boroondara City

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: HO477

Listing Authority: VHR

Extent of Registration:

The external fabric of the house and the front fence but excluding the stables.

Statement of Significance:

By the late 1830s, settlers were pushing out from Melbourne in all directions in search of new pastures for their
sheep and cattle. While an 1837 survey of the area now known as Hawthorn showed only the station of
overlander John Gardiner, the area had attracted interest from other pastoralists, agriculturalists and also
timber cutters who were drawn to the large stands of Red Gums and Stringy Bark trees in the area. In the early
1840s, Dr James Palmer [later Sir James and first president of the Legislative Council], himself an owner of a
flourishing timber business, established a punt across the Yarra River at Hawthorn near his property on the
Richmond side of the river. A bridge replaced Palmer's punt in 1851. With the increased communication
between the eastern side of the Yarra and Melbourne, the village of Hawthorn expanded rapidly to serve the
outlying agricultural, timber cutting and brick making activities. By the mid 1860s, the suburb of Hawthorn was
well established. The first town hall had been built, the churches of the numerous denominations had been
constructed, and leading Melbourne citizens had chosen Hawthorn as their home.



