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VICTORIA HILL QUARTZ GOLD MINES

Location:
24-32 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD IRONBARK, Greater Bendigo City

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H1355

Listing Authority: VHR

Extent of Registration:

1. All the land known as the Victoria Hill Historic Interest Reserve marked L1 on Diagram 608053 held by the
Executive Director, including all above-ground structures; granite and brick mining machinery foundations,
concrete battery foundations and stamping machinery; mullock heaps; open cut and surface workings; and all
archaeological deposits and artefacts.

Statement of Significance:

The story of quartz mining on Victoria Hill lies at the heart of Bendigo's historical status as the world's richest
and deepest reefing field. Gold was discovered on Victoria Hill in 1854, and by early 1855 claims had been
taken up over its entire extent. Shafts were first worked by windlass, whip or whim, and primitive crushing
batteries were in operation. By 1861, Victoria Hill had yielded at least 1,200,0000z in gold.

One of the early claims on Victoria Hill was owned by Prussian immigrants, Christopher Ballerstedt and his son
Theodore. In 1854, they bought a claim on the hill for £80, to which they subsequently added other claims, and
from the quartz veins (called spurs), worked both by shafts and a large open cut, obtained gold worth nearly
£200,000. Christopher Ballerstedt was dubbed 'Father of the Hill' and has been credited as the first to debunk
the theory at that time prevalent on the Bendigo field, that the gold content of reefs would diminish at depth. As
his shafts plunged below the 200-foot level, the quartz remained rich in gold. His success inspired others, and
so led the way to Bendigo's later status as the world's deepest and richest goldfield.



